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MEMORIES:  

ON REMEMBERING PARTITION 
Remembering Partition by involving Pakistan and Bangladesh would have been more apt 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s announcement, followed by a gazette notification, to mark August 

14 as “Partition Horrors Remembrance Day” 74 years later has received mixed responses. With about two 

million killed in the most brutal ways, an estimated 1,00,000 women kidnapped and raped, and more than 15 

million men, women and children displaced, Partition, the British Raj’s parting shot to India, left an indelible 

mark in hearts and memories across the subcontinent. For India in particular, that lost its territory and its 

people to the west and the east, the decision was a painful cleaving that marred much of the joy felt in 

gaining Independence. The violence that was unleashed by the decision pitted Indians against Indians, Hindus 

and Sikhs against Muslims, with the worst of the horrors seen in Punjab and Bengal — States that were 

partitioned in the most mindless and thoughtless display of colonial insensitivity. These stories have 

remained in public memory, as India consciously chose to set aside its pain and greet Pakistan on its birth, 

and attempted to carve out a distinct secular identity as it sought to develop itself. The scars were not 

forgotten, but borne with fortitude and a desire to move on from them. Along the way, the two-nation 

theory based on religion alone — that Pakistan’s founder Muhammad Ali Jinnah fought for so bitterly — 

disintegrated with the creation of Bangladesh in 1971. Other developments have also helped heal the 

wounds of Partition, not the least, India’s successes over the past three-quarters of a century, including a 

growing economy, its technological prowess, and as a respected voice on the global stage. 

 

 There is no question that a nation cannot know itself without knowing its past, and that the horrors 

of Partition must be acknowledged, archived, mourned and commemorated. The concern over the naming of 

the day at this point, however, is that it forces the nation to look back on this traumatic time rather than 

looking ahead. Given that the trauma was felt not just in India but in three countries, an attempt to mark the 

day across the subcontinent might have been more inclusive. It is necessary too, to remember not just the 

violence of 1947 but also the colonial hand that wrought Partition, hold the British Empire to account, and 

educate successive generations on the perils of imperialism, arbitrary map-making and sowing religious 

divides in order to rule. The Prime Minister’s reasoning, that the nation must be reminded of the “need to 

remove the poison of social divisions, disharmony and further strengthen the spirit of oneness, social 

harmony and human empowerment”, is welcome, but this is an effort to be practised every day, not just one 

day in the year. 

 

 gazette (noun) – an official publication. 

 mark (verb) – observe, recognize, remember, 

commemorate, pay tribute to. 

 receive (verb) – accept, admit, recognize. 

 brutal (adjective) – cruel, savage, vicious, wicked. 

 parting shot (phrase) – concluding remark, final 

say, closing statement (when leaving/making 

departure). 

 indelible (adjective) – permanent, lasting, 

inerasable. 

 mark (noun) –  impression, feeling.  

 Indian subcontinent (noun) – simply the 

subcontinent, it is a physiographical region in 

South Asia. Geopolitically, the Indian 

subcontinent, consisting variably of India, Nepal, 

Bangladesh, Pakistan, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and the 

Maldives.  

 cleave (verb) – split, divide, bisect/separate into 

two. 

 mar (verb) – spoil, ruin, destroy, impair. 

 unleash (verb) – let something go uncontrollably; 

cause to become uncontrolled/unrestrained. 

 pit (against) (verb) – set against, match against, 

put in opposition to, put in competition with. 

 partition (verb) – divide, separate, split. 

 thoughtless (adjective) – unthinking, heedless, 

careless, unmindful. 

 colonial (adjective) – relating to the period of the 

British colonies. 
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 insensitivity (noun) – lack of awareness, lack of 

concern, not caring about others’ feelings. 

 set aside (phrasal verb) – disregard, put aside, 

ignore, forget, shrug off. 

 carve out (phrasal verb) – establish, develop, 

create something (by taking something from a 

larger whole) with effort. 

 secular (adjective) – non-religious. 

 identity (noun) – individuality, character, 

originality. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 scar (noun) – mark, lasting effect of an emotion; 

(damage, shock, suffering). 

 borne with past participle of bear with (phrasal 

verb) – tolerate, put up with, endure, suffer. 

 fortitude (noun) – strength of mind, strength of 

character, firmness of purpose, determination, 

courage, bravery, strong-mindedness, resilience, 

resolve, nerve. 

 move on (phrasal verb) – leave & start doing 

something new; take steps forward, make 

strides, come along. 

 along the way (phrase) – during the time (that 

something is happening). 

 bitterly (adverb) – harshly, extremely, forcefully. 

 disintegrate (verb) – collapse, fail, founder, go 

wrong, break down. 

 heal (verb) – alleviate, assuage, relieve, ease, 

lessen, mitigate. 

 wound (noun) – pain, distress, grief, trauma, 

anguish. 

 prowess (noun) – expertise, excellence, 

accomplishment, proficiency. 

 voice (noun) – representative, spokesperson, 

agency; medium/instrument. 

 acknowledge (verb) – accept, recognize, realize. 

 mourn (verb) – feel regret (about the loss of 

something). 

 commemorate (verb) – honour the memory of 

someone/something with a ceremony/event; pay 

tribute to, pay homage to. 

 look back on (phrasal verb) – reflect on, think 

about, remember, recall, bring to mind. 

 traumatic (adjective) – painful, distressing, 

disturbing. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 look ahead (phrasal verb) – to think about what 

will happen in the future. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 trauma (noun) – pain, distress, suffering. 

 inclusive (adjective) – all-inclusive. 

 wrought (verb) – (old) past and past participle of 

work (verb) – cause, effect. 

 hold someone to account (phrase) – to require a 

person to explain or to accept responsibility for 

his or her actions; to blame or punish someone 

for what has occurred. 

 successive (adjective) – following. 

 perils (noun) – dangers, difficulties, risks. 

 imperialism (noun) – an action that involves a 

country (usually an empire or a kingdom) 

extending its power by the acquisition of 

territories. 

 arbitrary (adjective) – whimsical, capricious, 

random, casual, unreasonable, irrational; 

imperious, domineering, high-handed. 

 sow (verb) – cause, bring about, give rise to; 

evoke, instigate, provoke. 

 divide (noun) – division, separation, difference. 

 in order to (phrase) – with the purpose/aim of. 

 reasoning (noun) – reason, rationale, premise. 

 division (noun) – disunity, disunion, discord, 

disagreement. 

 disharmony (noun) – discord, friction, conflict, 

hostility. 

 spirit (noun) – attitude, intention, way of 

thinking, point of view, state of mind. 

 oneness (noun) – amicability, friendship, 

unity/solidarity. 

 social harmony (noun) – when people live side 

by side in peace and mutual respect.  

 harmony (noun) – unity, solidarity, cooperation, 

agreement/concord). 

 empowerment (noun) – authorization, 

accreditation; capacity-building, inclusiveness; 

authority, power. 

************************************************************************************* 

BLACK AND WHITE:  

ON THE WHITE PAPER ON TAMIL NADU’S FINANCES 
Tamil Nadu needs to combine pragmatism, political vision while working on its financial health 
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 By bringing out a White Paper on Tamil Nadu’s finances, the DMK government has made a good start 

to right the loss of fiscal discipline. Subsequently, the government, in its maiden Budget, lowered the retail 

price of petrol by ₹3 a litre. Even though it only partly fulfils one of the DMK’s important poll promises, it 

deserves praise for being implemented at a time of financial stress. That TN’s fiscal indicators have not been 

in great shape, post 2013-14, is well known and even indicated in certain documents of the Union and State 

governments. The State’s perennially loss-making power, water and transport utilities have only aggravated 

the situation. A serious financial crisis is waiting to unfold unless corrective steps are taken. This is what has 

been encapsulated in the White Paper, which has rightly identified the decline in the ratios of the State’s 

Own Tax Revenue (SOTR) to Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) and overall tax-GSDP as two key areas of 

concern, in view of the SOTR constituting around two-thirds of the State’s total revenue receipts. With 

ballooning revenue and fiscal deficits, the State has become overreliant on debt, estimated to be ₹2,63,976 
per family. The White Paper has cited a lack of proper governance as the reason behind most of the 

problems. 

 

 By highlighting the crisis in the water, power and transport sectors, the document has already 

triggered a question on whether the government will hike taxes and user charges. As it also talks of 

“profound structural reforms” and “re-orientation of subsidies”, it has signalled that the government favours 

a targeted approach in subsidy provision. The Budget echoes this by spelling out that the proposed scheme of 

₹1,000 a month to women heads of families is for “the genuinely poor”. But, in a set-up characterised by the 

tradition of competitive populism and a close relationship between economic decisions and considerations of 

electoral politics, it remains to be seen how far the new government can pursue such an approach. After 

having blamed the previous government for the fiscal situation, the government, through the Budget, could 

have made a beginning in fiscal consolidation. The explanation for not going for it is that the economy is still 

recovering from the impact of COVID-19. But an increase in a few taxes and expenditure reduction in some 

areas would have shown that the government means business. As and when the government chooses to 

increase utility tariffs, it should ensure that such measures are matched by an improvement in service quality 

and a simplified and reasonable tax structure. This is where Chief Minister M.K. Stalin’s re-assurance, in a 

recent interview to The Hindu, assumes significance — of not going back on electoral promises for welfare. A 

rational approach with a human touch would help improve TN’s financial health. The DMK government has 

time on its side to turn around the fortunes of the State. 

 

 black and white (phrase) – clear-cut, 

straightforward, definite, categorical, 

unequivocal. 

 white paper (noun) – a government report that 

informs people concisely about a complex issue. 

 pragmatism (noun) – common sense, realism, 

matter-of-factness. 

 bring out (phrasal verb) – launch, produce, 

initiate, establish (a new publication). 

 fiscal discipline (noun) – the ability of 

government to balance revenues and 

expenditures. 

 maiden (adjective) – first, initial, inaugural. 

 subsequently (adverb) – afterwards, later on, in 

due course. 

 stress (noun) – trouble, difficulty, distress, 

hardship, pressure. 

 fiscal (adjective) – financial. 

 indicator (noun) – index, sign. 

 in shape (phrase) – in good condition. 

 well known (adjective) – familiar, notable. 

 perennially (adverb) – permanently; continually, 

constantly. 

 utility (noun) – organisation (supplying water, 

gas, power & etc.). 

 aggravate (verb) – increase, intensify, worsen, 

exacerbate, compound. 

 unfold (verb) – happen, occur, take place, 

transpire. 

 corrective (adjective) – remedial, restorative, 

curative, reparative; correctional, reformatory. 

 encapsulate (verb) – express succinctly, 

summarize, contain, sum up, give a summary of.  

 State’s Own Tax Revenue (SOTR) (noun) – The 

State derives its own revenue, called State’s own 

tax revenue (SOTR), from stamp duty and 

registration fees, value added tax (VAT) on petrol 
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and diesel, excise duty on liquor, motor vehicle 

tax and the States Goods and Services Tax. 

 Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) (noun) – it 

is defined as a measure, in monetary terms, of 

the volume of all goods and services produced 

within the boundaries of the State during a given 

period of time, accounted without duplication. 

 in view of (phrase) – taking into 

consideration/account, bearing in mind, because 

of, as a result of. 

 constitute (verb) – amount to, comprise, account 

for, represent. 

 receipts (noun) – proceeds, money/payment 

received, income, revenue, earnings, turnover. 

 balloon (verb) – increase rapidly, rise rapidly, 

soar, escalate, surge. 

 revenue deficit (noun) – it arises when the 

government’s revenue expenditure exceeds the 

total revenue receipts. 

 fiscal deficit (noun) – the difference between 

total expenditure and total income of the 

government. 

 deficit (noun) – shortfall, deficiency, shortage. 

 overreliant (adjective) – dependent on 

someone/something excessively. 

 debt (noun) – liability, financial obligation. 

 cite (verb) – refer to, adduce, make reference to, 

invoke. 

 lack of (noun) – absence, non-existence. 

 governance (noun) – administration. 

 highlight (verb) – underline, underscore, 

emphasize. 

 trigger (verb) – cause, prompt, generate, bring 

about. 

 profound (adjective) – serious, intense; far-

reaching, radical, extensive, thoroughgoing, 

sweeping.  

 re-orientation (noun) – the act of changing the 

focus/direction. 

 subsidy (noun) – also called subvention; a 

financial contribution granted to help an industry 

or business, mostly given by a government, in 

order to keep the price of service/goods at a low 

level. 

 favour (verb) – advocate, support, recommend, 

advise, champion. 

 targeted (adjective) – intended, focused, 

identified.  

 targeted approach (noun) – it involves taking 

measures to meet specific identified needs, or to 

prevent a group from being negatively affected 

by a policy/initiative. 

 provision (noun) – distribution, supplying, 

providing, furnishing. 

 echo (verb) – repeat, say again, restate, 

reiterate. 

 spell out (phrasal verb) – explain, make clear, 

elucidate/clarify. 

 set-up (noun) – system, structure, organization, 

arrangement, framework. 

 characterise (verb) – identify, depict, describe. 

 competitive (adjective) – ambitious, combative, 

contentious, aggressive. 

 populism (noun) – policies that supposedly 

represent the opinions of ordinary people. 

 consideration (noun) – factor, issue, point, 

concern, aspect, facet, feature. 

 electoral (adjective) – relating to electors/voters. 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, take part in, 

take up (an activity). 

 fiscal consolidation (noun) – it is a reduction in 

the underlying (basic) fiscal deficit and public 

debt. 

 mean business (phrase) – to be serious and 

determined (about what someone is doing) 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 go back on (phrasal verb) – fail to honour, fail to 

fulfil; default on, backtrack on, back out of, 

renege on. 

 welfare (noun) – social security, 

government/state benefit, public assistance. 

 rational (adjective) – logical, well reasoned, 

sensible, reasonable, wise. 

 human touch (noun) – the ability of a person to 

treat others kindly/empathetically/caringly. 

 turn around (phrasal verb) – change, reverse. 

 fortunes (noun) – financial position, financial 

situation, financial status. 
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